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Depicting is a basic method of communication on a par with 
describing and pointing (or indicating). The idea is that people use 

their hands, arms, head, face, eyes, voice, and body, with and 
without props, to stage physical scenes for others, generally as 

composite parts of utterances along with describing and pointing. 
Performing depictions, I will show, is inherently interactive, and 

people choose depictions to communicate things they could not do 
with language or pointing. But what things? 
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